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Fat Kid. 
 
It’s Wednesday morning and Farley should be at school. He is in the park. As he is 
everyday. With his Mum and John. Mum and John are drinking as they do all the time, most 
of the day, seven days a week. Today though is different. Today Farley has decided he is 
leaving. Today! Today!  
“Fat Kid” takes place in one day, in one location. Only the following three characters 
appear. 
Mum Jeannie (38) is an alcoholic. She lives with her son Farley (13). Her partner is John 
(45). John is also an alcoholic. They met on the streets five years ago. They love each 
other. They no longer live on the streets.  
All three of them are clinically obese. Farley weighs more than his age. 
 
Farley hasn’t been to school regularly for the last three years. He is on the edges of the 
social care system and has been for most of his life. 
 
He wants to be a fat kid, not a fat kid with alcoholic parents. He has just had enough and 
we experience the complexity of his decision as he wrestles it.  
He can switch from acting his age to being super-mature. This is in proportion to the shit 
provoked by their alcohol intake and not necessarily in the direct relationship one might 
imagine. 
Today though he has to leave them. Their lives, their problems before it becomes his life, 
his problem. He knows this even if he doesn’t understand this. “Fat Kid” is this journey. 
 
Fat Kid is not a social issue drama rather a story of an individual who has outgrown his 
environment and has the self-awareness to recognise this. 
The script for this project will be developed with Urban Angel (Nottingham). The Urban 
Angel Company are a theatre group who work with disadvantaged young people to create 
Multimedia theatre.  
I have worked with Urban Angel as a writer in the past to develop pieces of work. 
Their constituents are kids like “Fat Kid” so they would be perfectly placed to help develop a 
drama based very much on a set of realities of these constituents.    
 
Step Outline 
-We are slowly introduced to their world. Their world is the park and the park regulars 
acknowledge them in their own ways. The dogs nuzzles up, the park attendants chat away 
some time, Farley feeds the birds and hides from kids from his school who are crossing 
through the park. 
-They discuss their day and its concerns money, food and global warming as represented 
through changes in the park’s foliage 
-Farley announces to his mum that he is leaving them 
-Eventually Mum realises Farley is serious and dismisses his proposal 
-Farley rages and sulks 
-Mum goes to buy a drink 
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-John agrees that Farley should go and they discuss his options 
-Mum returns and she and John drink 
-The park keepers ask the group to move to another location in the park and Farley sees 
some other kids playing truant. Those kids are messing about in the park with a football  
-Mum makes a point of mentioning Farley’s health as he is out of breath after the short 
walk. Farley rejects her advice 
-Mum tries to get Farley to take a drink 
Turning point- Farley realises he has to make it on own, and can make it on his own 
Climax- Farley’s honest haltingly articulated expression of his resentment towards his 
parents. For a brief moment during his fleeting school appearance last week he was seen as 
just a fat nit of a kid, not the fat freaky kid with the drunk parents. He knows he wants as 
close to that life as he can achieve. He is leaving 
-Farley leaves. 
 
The End 


